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From Organizing Secretary’s desk

A continuous interaction takes place between the constituent elements of nature and living
organisms on earth. With an increasing use of our natural resources, environmental param-
eters are altered, which affects the living biota and human, in particular. Consequently, dis-
ease causing pathogens and parasites flourish at a greater rate resulting in increased inci-
dence of diseases in human and domestic animals. Environmental changes facilitate the preva-
lence of vector-borne diseases like dengue, malaria, filariasis, and Japanese encephalitis, par-
ticularly in repical countries like India. To address these issues related to human health, the
“International Conference on Contemporary Health Issues and Environmental Impact” is
being organized on 30th November, 2017 by the Department of Zoology, Sarojini Naidu
College for Women. | hope this conference will provide an excellent platform for scientific
deliberations and offer an opportunity to the scientists, academicians, teachers and students
to update their knowledge and interact with their peers.

[ take this opportunity to extend my warm appreciation to the invited speakers for their
participation and contribution to the success of the conference. On behalf of the Organizing
Committee, | would like to express our heartiest gratitude to our collaborators namely, De-
partment of Zoology, WBSU, Barasat and Lincoln University College, Malaysia. We also thank
West Bengal State Council of Higher Education for their financial support. We are grateful to
Dr. Saibal Chatterjee, President of the Governing Body of our College and our Principal, Dr.
Urmila UKil for their constant support and encouragement. | am also thankful to my col-
leagues and staff of our college for their unstinted help and cooperation.

Last but not the least, | express my heartfelt greetings to all the teaching faculties and stu-
dents of different colleges who have come to attend this conference. 1 hope this one day
international conference will be of immense help to them. I wish them splendid memories of
the conference.

Thank you all!
Kolkata

23 November, 2017

DR. SOMA ADITYA BANDYOPADHYAY
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It is my pleasure to know that “International conference on contemporary health issues and environmen-
tal impact” is going to be held on 30th November, 2017 at Sarojini Naidu College for Women in collabora-
tion with Deptt. of Zoology, West Bengal State University and Lincoin University, Malaysia. | am happy that
in this conference participant including academicians, researchers will interact to prepare future policies
on contemporary health issues and environmental impact.

The spectrums of health, environment and development hazards have been changed considerably over the
millennia of human existence. In the past 50 years in particular, the world has seen considerable health
gains. For example, childhood mortality and morbidity have been greatly reduced by better control and
prevention of infectious diseases. People are living much longer. Between the 1950s and the 1990s, aver-
age life expectancy increased from 46 to 65 years, and the gap in life expectancy between rich and poor
countries narrowed considerably, from 25 years in 1955 to 13.3 years in 1995.

The main health goal of governments and of WHO was declared in 1977, to be: “Attainment by all the
people of the world by the year 2000 of a level of health that will permit them to lead a socially and
economically productive life.” However, various trends, including globalization of trade, travel and technol-
ogy, urbanization and the growth of megacities, widening gaps between rich and poor, the continuing
burden of infectious diseases, the rise in noncommunicable diseases, and growth in environmental threats,
made a reassessment of this “Health for All” (HFA) strategy necessary in 1995.

There have beem major advances in science and technology and health and medicine, infrastructure has
expanded, literacy has increased, education has improved and incomes and opportunities have increased,
especially for women. Yet, despite all this, in many instances the health gaps between and within countries
are widening. Not all regions of the world have shared equally in improvements to health. Sub-saharan
Africa, the world’s poorest region, still has average life expectancies far below those of the wealthiest
countries. Underlying much of this unequal burden of disease is the fact that environmental factors are a
major contributor to sickness and death throughout the world, especially in the poorest regions.
Environmental illnesses are significantly more common among women than men. Their physiological
differences make women particularly more vulnerable. Researchers suspect that there are a number of
factors at work. One of the factors commonly linked with these conditions is the exposure to a growing
number of toxic chemicals. Exposure to pollutants in air, water, soil, food and consumer products have been
linked with cancer, damage to the reproductive system, respiratory and nervous systems and foetal ab-
normality. Further, in the developing nations, environmental and occupational problems are even more
challenging due to inadequate technology, traditional and cottage industry level occupations and poor
background health conditions.

It is essential to develop the information needed to design strategies for early detection and develop abate-
ment methodologies. This international conference will provide an opportunity for scientists and policy
analysts from both developed and developing countries to present the latest findings on important dis-
eases and hazards and their implications for environmental and occupational health policy. Concerted
follow-up efforts will sustain the momentum generated by the conference. This international gathering
will surely address the challenges raised by ongoing climatic changes and its impact on human health, a
common scientific platform has been provided to the academicians, scientists, researchers and UG/PG
students to exchange their views and ideas. The major thrust areas of discussions are — allergy, dengue,

cancer, asthma, diarrhea, adaptive evolution etc.

I wish a grand success of the International seminar be a meaningful
SAIBAL CHATTOPADHYAY

(PRESIDENT)




Message

I like to convey my heartiest congratulations to the organisers of the Department of Zoology
for arranging the one day “ International Conference on Contemporary Health Issues and
Environmental Impact” organised in collaboration with the Department of Zoology, West
Bengal State University, India and Lincoln University College, Malaysia with the financial as-
sistance from West Bengal State Council of Higher Education to be held on 30" November

2017 at Sarojini Naidu College for Women. | am wishing this academic event to be a grand

SUCCesS.

URMILA UKIL
(The Principal )
Sarojini Naidu College for Women

I
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Message from the Program Coordinator

Since the last two to three decades, pathogens causing human diseases have increased in
number and become a major threat to human health. Various forms of viral fever, gastrointes-
tinal disorders, various carcinogens and allergens have posed a serious public health prob-
lem in countries of the South East Asia including India. Emerging vector borne diseases are
also an important issues in global health and especially in tropical countries. Many endemic
diseases have increased in incidence and many diseases are going to become endemic. Within
few months dengue has claimed many lives in West Bengal especially in Kolkata and sur-
rounding suburbs. An allergic reaction can be caused by any form of direct contact with
allergen - eating, drinking, pollen, perfume, pet dander; dust etc. Today’s stressful life style and
environmental changes are the main causes of many of these diseases. Many of the people in
our society are not aware of the above things. This conference is an attempt on our part to
create a platform for open discussion among academicians, doctors, scientists, teachers and
students about the health problems raised by climatic and life style changes. | hope the pro-
gram will be successful in this regard and meet the expectations of our delegates.

Kolkata

22" November, 2017 Mala 16 o

DR. MALA BOSE




November 23, 2017

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that the Department of Zoology of the Sarojini Naidu
College for Women, Dum Dum, affiliated to the West Bengal State University, Barasat is going
to organize an International Seminar on Contemporary Health Issues and Environmental
Impact in association with the Department of Zoology of the University and Lincoln Univer-
sity College, Malayasia.

Environment and health are closely interlinked Fine particulates in air, unacceptable carbon
dioxide concentrations; photochemical smog; biodegradable, recalcitrant and presistent pol-
lutants in water and soil; plastics and many such materials cause immense harm to health and
environment. The problem has reached menacing proportion and it is necessary to address
to the complex issues involved.

The seminar will consider the interrelationship between health and environment and it is

expected that some solution will be recommended.

[ wish the seminar all success.

PROF. BASAB CHAUDHURI

(VICE CHANCELLOR)
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